ORGANISING OBJECTS
MAIN ACTIVITY
1. Collect some items of clothing, food and toys (they need to be similar things, for example animals from a farm set). Choose three items e.g. sock, vest and jumper. Two things must have something in common (sock and vest are both underwear) and the other should be different.
2. Put out the objects and ask, ‘What group do these all belong to?’ Next ask which go together best and why. Finally, ask what is different about the other item (e.g. it is warm clothing and would be worn in winter).
3. Repeat this with different items.
HOW CAN WE MAKE THIS ACTIVITY MORE CHALLENGING?
· Ask the child to find more objects round the house that would go with the sock and vest.
· Choose items that have more similarities so it is harder to find a difference e.g. cereal, toast, porridge – all are food eaten at breakfast. You can discuss several answers and ways of organising. For example, cereal and porridge have milk on them, toast is made from bread.
HOW CAN WE MAKE THIS ACTIVITY EASIER?
· If your child is finding it difficult to work out which group the items belong to, ask ‘Are these clothes or animals?’
· Choose two items from one group and one from another e.g. sock, vest and cereal. Keep repeating the category names (food & clothing) so that the child learns the vocabulary.
ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES
· Collect different animal toys and organize them into different groups e.g. farm and zoo animals, land and sea animals etc.

