UNDERSTANDING COMPLEX SENTENCES

MAIN ACTIVITY
1. Collect some toys with your child i.e. big and little cars and some big and little objects e.g. cup/chair/bed.
2. After this, give the child an instruction i.e. ‘Show me: the car on the bed is big’/’Show me: the car on the chair is small.’
3. It is important that the adjective (describing word) is at the end of the sentence. Remind your child to listen to the whole sentence first before answering the question.

HOW CAN WE MAKE THIS ACTIVITY MORE CHALLENGING?
· Ask your child to reverse the roles so that they give you the order.
· Read through books that you have at home and use complex sentences to assess the learning e.g. ‘The man winning the race is wearing a blue vest. What can you say about the man that is losing?’
HOW CAN WE MAKE THIS ACTIVITY EASIER?
· Give the child both objects (a car and a chair). Give the instruction ‘The car on the chair is little’ and give the child the ‘little’ car to put on the chair.
· Reduce the number of choices that the child has to make i.e. the same size chair but a big/little car.

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES
· Choose a blank colouring sheet e.g. of a seaside scene. Give your child complex instructions. For example ‘Draw a crab next to the bucket that is red’, ‘Colour the spade orange and the big bucket yellow’ & ‘Draw a ball that is big under the bucket that is small.’
· Play ‘Simon Says’ with more complex instructions e.g. ‘Spin round twice and then sit down slowly’ and ‘Clap four times and then point to the car that is blue’.
· Cook together and reading the instructions out for your child to follow.

