TO LEARN THE MEANING OF 'WHEN'
MAIN ACTIVITY
Main activity:
1. Tell the child that we will be learning the meaning of ‘when.’
2. Ask different types of questions to the child to get them started in the activity using the sentence starter of ‘when.’
3. Talk about the basic sequences of your day, asking your child tell you when you complete it. e.g. When do we eat breakfast?     ‘When do we wash our face?’ ‘When do we go to sleep?’
4. Share a reading book with the child and ask ‘when’ questions related to the story.
5. Look at a calendar or diary together and write in or look at specific events e.g. birthdays, holidays etc. This activity also links in really well with learning the days of the week and months of the year (see Our Big Ideas 9.1 & 9.6). Talk about birthdays e.g. When is your birthday/mum’s birthday/siblings birthday? Holidays/seasons – talk about when certain holidays occur e.g. When will it be Christmas? When does half term start? You can also ask your child use the calendar to find specific dates. Special events – write down special events and then talk with your child about when you did the event, using words: yesterday, tomorrow, last week etc.

HOW CAN WE MAKE THIS ACTIVITY MORE CHALLENGING?
· Ask the child to answer in full sentences. ‘When do we wash our face?’ ‘We wash our face when we wake up in the morning.’
· Use a range of different question words. For example, what, where, why and how.

HOW CAN WE MAKE THIS ACTIVITY EASIER?
· Support the child to finish the sentence: ‘We go to sleep when it’s night time.’
· Provide the child with options: ‘Do we go to sleep when it is daytime or night time?’
ADDITIONAL ‘WHEN’ QUESTIONS:
Some WHEN questions are answered more with a reason or cause/effect rather than a specific time.
· When do you eat (when you are hungry)
· When do you go to bed (when you are tired)
· When do your put on your jacket (when you are going outside.)
· When will you take a bath (when you are dirty/smelly)
· When do you need an umbrella? (when it is raining)
· When do you put on boots? (when it is snowy).
· When do you need a flashlight? (when it is dark outside)
· When do you study (when you have a test)
· When do you go to the doctor (when you are sick)
· When do you get a haircut? (when your hair is too long.)
‘WHEN’ QUESTION ACTIVITIES
· Making snacks – choose a simple activity like making toast. Throughout the activity use sequencing language e.g. What do we need to first? What shall we do next? Alongside this using the ‘when’ questions e.g. When did we get the toast out of the toaster? When shall we spread the butter on?
· Craft Projects. Choose a simple craft activity like these on the CBeebies website https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grownups/50-easy-craft-ideas-for-under-6s
· Work together to carry out the activity again talk about WHEN you did different steps e.g. When did you use the glue? When shall I colour it in?
· Play a board game like Cluedo Junior. You will need to figure out who ate the cake, what room they ate it in and WHEN they ate it. After the game, you can talk about when the “crime” occurred.
 
With thanks to https://www.speech2u.com/2017/01/teaching-when-questions.html
Please check out their website for more ideas on teaching ‘WH’ questions.

