USING PAST TENSE ACTION WORDS (VERBS)
MAIN ACTIVITY
1. Show the child the following story of ‘The Gingerbread Man’: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YoQyyB5xvLk
2. Once this has finished, get the child to draw what happened in the story.
3. After they have finished drawing, ask the child to retell the main parts of the story.
4. Question the child about the key events of the story.
5. Remember to emphasis past tense action words (verbs). For example, ‘The Gingerbread Man ran away from everybody.’

HOW CAN WE MAKE THIS ACTIVITY MORE CHALLENGING?
· Use the following link to discuss irregular verbs with the child: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MA3NFtLc22k

HOW CAN WE MAKE THIS ACTIVITY EASIER?
· Take photos of what the child is doing throughout the day and go through these with the child. For example, ‘Today we went to the beach and saw lots of fishes.’

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY
1. Use the pictures below. Discuss with your child what action each picture shows. From left to right, crawl, cry, knock, yawn, clap, jump.
2. Ask your child to choose a picture and then carry out the action e.g. clap or knock.
3. Model the past tense e.g. “You clapped”.
4. Ask “What did you do?”. Encourage your child to reply “I clapped.”
5. Repeat with another picture.
6. Play ‘Simon says’. After a couple of actions ask “What did you do?”. Encourage your child to use the past tense and reply “I clapped/hopped/jumped.”

HOW CAN WE MAKE THIS ACTIVITY MORE CHALLENGING?
1. Ask questions about actions that happened yesterday or in the holidays e.g. “What did you do on Saturday?”, “I played in the park.”
2. Use irregular forms of past tense e.g sing/sang, write/wrote, catch/caught

HOW CAN WE MAKE THIS ACTIVITY MORE EASIER?
· Model and repeat the correct response.
· Use regular forms of past tense e.g. jumped, painted, clapped, climbed.
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