UNDERSTANDING 'WHY' QUESTIONS
MAIN ACTIVITY

1. Show the child the following picture:
[image: ]
2. Ask the child: ‘Why is the child smiling?’
3. The child then has to give you an appropriate answer linked to the picture.
4. The child does not need to respond with ‘because.’ The child only needs to provide a valid reason.
5. Look at these pictures and ask the linked questions:
 
Why is the boy sad?          [image: ]
 
 
Why has the girl got an umbrella?  [image: ]
 
 
Why are they wearing coats?  [image: ]

HOW CAN WE MAKE THIS ACTIVITY MORE CHALLENGING?
· Ask the child to use the subordinate conjunction of ‘because’ to extend the sentence. For example, ‘Why is the girl smiling?’ ‘She is smiling because she is happy.’
HOW CAN WE MAKE THIS ACTIVITY EASIER?
· Model the question and answer to the child. For example, ‘Why is the girl smiling? Because she is happy.’
ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES
· Choose a picture book and ask ‘Why’ questions. For example, if you are reading ‘Room on the Broom’ ask ‘Why is the witch happy? / Why does the witch lose her bow? / Why does the from jump out of the pond? / Why did they all fall? [the broom snapped in two] / Why was the dragon scared? / Why is the final broom the best?
As above, the child does not need to respond with ‘because.’  The child only needs to provide a valid reason.
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