USING VERBS IN SIMPLE SENTENCES
MAIN ACTIVITY
1. You will need a teddy, doll, flannel, hair brush, play food and cup.
2. Act out with the child, talking and describing all your actions e.g. ‘Teddy is hungry, I will feed him’
3. Encourage your child to join in.
4. Give your child any three part instructions with an action verb in it e.g. ‘make dolly drink’, ‘make teddy jump’, ‘help dolly wash’.
5. While the child is completing the activity, ask ‘What is happening?’ Encourage your child to respond with a two-part answer e.g. ‘teddy jumping’ or ‘dolly sleeping’
HOW CAN WE MAKE THIS ACTIVITY MORE CHALLENGING?
· Reverse the roles and get your child to give you the instructions.
· Introduce more toys, items and vary the instructions.
· Once the child has mastered two word sentences, encourage them to extend them e.g. ‘teddy jump high’, ‘shhh dolly sleeping’.
· Use picture books and describe what is happening. Encourage your child to finish your sentences – pause for time to give them a chance to think. For example, ‘Jack is jumping, Kate is…’
· Use a greater variety of action words e.g. skipping, bouncing, crawling.

HOW CAN WE MAKE THIS ACTIVITY EASIER?
· If your child doesn’t reply correctly when asked ‘What’s happening?’ offer a choice. For example, ‘Is Teddy sleeping or is Teddy jumping?’. Encourage the two-word answer ‘Teddy jump’ not just the word ‘jump’.
· Concentrate on one action at a time e.g. ‘Make Teddy/Dolly/Zebra jump’.
· Model the action to the child and get your child to copy. Repeat this action a number of times until the child is confident.
· Get the child to act out the actions themselves first e.g. jumping/sleeping.

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES
· Read different picture books with your child. First describe what is happening using two-word sentences e.g. ‘Goldilocks eating’ and ‘Goldilocks sleeping’. Next ask questions about the characters e.g. ‘What is Goldilocks doing?’ Encourage your child to answer in two-word sentences e.g. ‘Goldilocks eating’ and ‘Goldilocks sleeping’.
· Use a small world farm set and play side by side with your child. Describe what the animals are doing using two-word sentences containing a verb e.g. cows eating, sheep jumping. Encourage your child to do the same.

