USING 'BIG' AND 'LITTLE'
MAIN ACTIVITY
There are lots of opportunities throughout the day to practise using the vocabulary ‘big’ and ‘little’:
1. While you are tidying up the toys, ask the child to put the ‘big’ cup away or the ‘small’ teddy.
2. While laying the table for dinner, ask the child to put out the ‘big’ fork or the ‘small’ spoon.
3. Getting ready to go out, find the ‘big’ and ‘little’ shoes.
4. Have a tea party with a ‘big’ and ‘little’ teddy – link to activity 4 and 9.
HOW CAN WE MAKE THIS ACTIVITY MORE CHALLENGING?
· Increase the number of objects e.g. ‘Can you pick up the ‘big’ cup and the ‘small’ car?’
· Identify the ‘big’ and ‘little’ items in a book or a magazine.
· Link to Section 4 Activity 7 and describe where the item is going e.g. ‘Put the ‘big’ cup ‘in’ the box. Ask ‘Where is the cup?’
· Compare different sized toys e.g. put bears in size order. Ask ‘Which is the little bear? Which is the big bear?’
HOW CAN WE MAKE THIS ACTIVITY EASIER?
· Use signs and gestures.
· Offer choices e.g. ‘Is it a ‘big’ or a ‘little’ cup?
· Just focus on the ‘big’ items to start with.
· Model the description and then ask your child to copy e.g. ‘Big cup’.
ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES:
· Draw and colour ‘big’ and ‘little’ things. Make it a bit more creative by drawing an outline of different animals (e.g. big/little cats or big/little fish) and then roll up bits of tissue paper to create patterns in your outline. Check out this website for more information:
https://childmindingbestpractice.com/big-fish-little-fish-with-eyfs-observations/
· While out walking talk about different objects e.g ‘big trees’ & ‘little flowers’/’big cars’ & ‘little bikes’.
 
Films:
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4qbRP29MXRw
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3JZi2oDvPs4
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QyY_a0p1JTs
· https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b0bfxvww/kit-pup-series-1-26-big-and-small
(This film uses small instead of little but it is a good opportunity to develop vocabulary and explain that they mean the same thing).
 
Songs:
· I’m a Little Tea Pot https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZxOaZzoPIJ4
· Hop a Little, jump a Little https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rgSX34MrcVg
· The Elephant Goes https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1wQie3dmnZU
· The Big Ship Sails https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-the-big-ship-sails-on-the-ally-ally-oh/zkpp7nb
· Little Miss Muffet https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/eyfs-nursery-rhymes-songs-little-miss-muffet/z6sc3j6
· Little Boy Blue https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/eyfs-nursery-rhymes-songs-little-boy-blue/zxrjkt
· Little Bo Peep https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-little-bo-peep/zf3h7nb
· One Big Hippo https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-one-big-hippo-balancing/zkfxwty

